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Haffaje and Mello (2017) go as far as to say that drug manufacturers purposely misled
the public about the negative impact of these drugs and marketed the drugs as safer than the
alternative pain treatment and therapy options, which later was found not to be true. Purdue
Pharmaceutical, especially, has seen negative publicity for its role in the opioid crisis. Purdue,
according to Andrews (2018) has named itself “a pioneer in developing medications for
reducing pain, a principal cause of human suffering.” (p. 18). It is with this claim; they began to
market OxyContin, a popular opioid pain reliever. OxyContin sold for around one hundred
dollars per bottle, so with 6.2 million bottles sold in 2002, the company made roughly 620
million dollars (Ryan & Van Zee, 2016).
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